
PREPOSITION 

Preposition is a word which establishes the relationship of a noun or pronoun with the other words 

of a sentence .  

NOTE : It often comes before a noun or pronoun . The noun or pronoun coming after a preposition is 

its object . 

Kinds of Prepositions 

Prepositions are of four types: 

(i)Simple preposition 

(ii) Compound preposition  

(iii) Phrase preposition 

(iv) Participle preposition  

(i) Simple preposition  : A preposition which is a single word in itself is called simple 

preposition . For example : in, at , on, for , from, to, under etc . 

(ii) Compound preposition : A preposition which is a single word in itself but is the mixture 

of two words is called compound preposition . For example : into = in+to , before= be+fore 

,inside=in+side , along= a+long , despite= de+spite ,across=a+cross etc . 

(iii) Phrase preposition : A preposition which is a group of two or more than two words is 

called phrase preposition . For example : due to , because of , on account of , instead of , in 

spite of , in place of , in accordance with etc . 

(iv) Participle preposition : A preposition which is a group of two or more than two words 

of which , at least , one word is in participle form is called participle preposition . For 

example : owing to , according to etc . 

Use of Prepositions 

Prepositions are used on two basis : 

 On the basis of their meaning . 

 Fixed use of preposition after certain words . 

Use of Prepositions on the basis of their meaning 

Use of In/ At 

When we do not take ‘inside’ or ‘outside’ of a place into consideration , we have to make a 

choice between ‘in’ and ‘at’ . 



‘In’ is used before-----big cities , name of states / countries whereas ‘At’ is used before----

villages , small towns / cities . 

For example : She lives in Mumbai whereas her brother lives at Sitapur . 

He was born in Delhi whereas his friend was born at Shantinagar .  

Use of In/ Into 

When we take ‘inside’ of a place into consideration , we have to make a choice between ‘in’ 

and ‘into’ . ‘In’ is used in the motionless state whereas ‘Into’ is used in the state of motion . 

For example : There is a pen in my pocket . I put my pen into my pocket . 

He is sitting in the room . He went into the room . 

Use of In/ Within 

When we have to use a preposition before a period of time that will be used to carry out an 

action , we have to make a choice between ‘in’ and ‘within’ . If the whole period of time is 

used , we have to use ‘in’ before it , but if the action is accomplished before the end of the 

given period , we have use ‘within’ before it . 

For example : He can learn this lesson within an hour . ( less than an hour will be used ) 

He will come back from Mumbai in seven days . (all the seven days will be used ) 

Use of ‘In’ in Phrases 

 ‘In’ is used in the phrases like : 

In the morning , in the evening , in the night , in1990 ( name of a year ) , in March (name of a 

month ) ,in place of , in return , in debt , in the middle of , in recognition with , in search of , 

in want of , in the lack of , in the interest of , in need of , in case , in fact  etc . 

Use of ‘At’ 

 ‘At’ is used as a meaningless preposition before the clock time . 

For example : He goes to bed at 10 pm . The school starts at 7.00 am . 

 ‘At’ is used before the rate of things . 

For example : Bananas are sold at 40 Rs a dozen . He bought that book at Rs 60 . 

 ‘At’ is used before speed and temperature . 

 ‘At’ is used before a table or desk when we do some work at it . 

For example : He is writing a letter at the table . 

 ‘At’ is used in certain phrases like----------- 



At rest , at least , at random , at the sunset , at an early age , at noon , at any cost , at last , at 

the rate of etc . 

 ‘At’ is used before ------dawn , dusk , bus stand , bus stop , station , door , gate , 

airport , harbour etc . 

Use of ‘On’ 

 ‘On’ is used when one thing is on the surface of the other thing and there is a touch 

between them . we use ‘on’ in a motionless state .  

For example : The book is on the table . He is standing on the roof of his house . 

 ‘On’ is used before the name of ‘days’ and ‘dates’ . 

For example : He will come on Monday . India became free on 15th August 1947 . 

 ‘On’ is used in the phrases like : on the way , on the occasion of , on the contrary , on 

fire , on sale , on the road , on foot , on behalf of etc . 

Use of ‘For’ 

 ‘For’ is used to describe the purpose of an action . For example : The players are 

practising hard for winning the match .  

 ‘For’ is also used to describe the reason of an action . 

For example : He was punished for telling lies 

 ‘For’ is used before the price of things . 

For example : He sold his house for Rs 10 billion . 

 ‘For’ is used before indefinite time ( period of time ) . 

For example : He has been sleeping for ten hours . I have been living here for last two years . 

‘For’ is used in certain phrases like ---- for the sake of , for God sake , for the welfare of , for 

the benefit of , for no reason etc . 

Use of ‘By’ 

 ‘By’ is used in the sentences of passive voice to show the real doer of an action . 

For example : He was given a prize for his hard work by the principal . The thieves were 

arrested by the police . 

 ‘By’ is used before the name of measurement in which a thing is purchased or sold .  

For example : Bananas are sold by dozen . Cloth is sold by metre . Milk is sold by litre . 



 ‘By’ is used in the sense of ‘till’ before the definite time in the sentences having must 

or in the sentences belonging to future perfect tense and past perfect tense .  

For example : You must return from the market by 5.00 pm . He will have completed his task 

by the next morning . He had learnt three stories by the bed time . 

 ‘By’ is used before the vehicles and routes . 

For example : You can go to America either by bus or sea . He came to see me by car . 

 Whether we have to tell or ask time , we should always use  by before ‘watch’ or 

‘clock’. 

For example : What is the time by your watch . It is 8.00 o’clock by my watch . 

 ‘By’ is used in certain phrases like : by God , by chance , by providence , by luck , by 

the way , by the fire , by the roadside etc. 

Use of ‘Before’ 

 ‘Before’ is used as a preposition of time in the sense of ‘earlier’ .  

For example : He visited me before last Monday . He usually gets up before the sunrise . 

 ‘Before’ is used as a preposition of place in the sense of ‘in front of’ . 

For example : He is sitting before me . 

Use of ‘After’ 

 ‘After’ is used as a preposition of time in the sense of ‘later’ . 

For example : The police arrived two hours after the accident . 

 ‘After’ is used as a preposition of place in the sense of ‘behind’ in the state of motion. 

For example : A dog was running after a cat .  

Use of ‘Behind’ 

 ‘Behind’ is used as a preposition of place meaning ‘on the backside of something’ . 

For example : He was hiding himself behind the curtain . 

Use of ‘Along’ 

 ‘Along’ is used as a preposition of place to convey the sense of ‘keeping to the edge 

of something . 

For example : The cat was walking along the wall to approach its prey . Please walk along 

the road when the road is full of traffic . 



Use of ‘Beside’ and ‘Besides’ 

 ‘Beside’ is used as a preposition to convey the sense ‘by the side of’ or ‘very near’ . 

For example : He came and sat beside me . The book is lying beside you . 

 ‘Besides’ is used to convey the sense ‘in addition to’ or ‘extra’ . 

For example : Besides bananas , he likes to eat apples also . 

Use of ‘To’ and ‘From’ 

 As  a preposition of place , ‘To’ is used to show the decreasing distance between the 

two things whereas ‘From’ is used to show the increasing distance between the two 

things . 

For example : He is going to Mumbai . She is coming from Chennai . 

 ‘From’ is also used as a preposition of time to show the time of the beginning of an 

action .  

For example : He studies from 7.00 am to/till 10.00am. 

NOTE : Here ‘to/till’ shows the ending time of an action . 

Comparative Study of ‘on’ , ‘upon’ , ‘over’ and ‘above’ 

On : It is used in the motionless state when one thing is on the surface of the other and 

touches its surface . 

Upon : It is used in the state of motion when one thing touches the surface of the other . 

Over : It is used when one thing is on the surface of the other without any touch between the 

two . 

Above : It does not show one thing on the surface of the other . It is used to measure the 

height of one thing in comparison to the height of the other . 

Examples : The books are lying on the shelf . 

                   The lion pounced upon the cow . 

                   A fly is fluttering over his head . 

                   The tube light is above my head . 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fix Use of Prepositions 
 

There are certain words which are 

followed by a certain preposition : 

1. Aim(v.)-at 

2. Surprise-at 

3. Astonish-at 

4. Wonder-at 

5. Amaze-at 

6. Vexed-at (something) / with 

(someone) 

7. Puzzled-at 

8. Act-upon (meaning ‘act according 

to’ ) 

9. Look-at (meaning ‘see someone 

/something ) 

10. Look-for (search someone / 

something ) 

11. Look-after (take care ) 

12. Look-into (examine something ) 

13. Look down-upon (see someone / 

something disrespectfully ) 

14. Die-of (a disease ) 

15. Die-for ( some noble cause ) 

16. Die-in (some accident / battle /war) 

17. Die –from (bleeding /hunger 

/thirst) 

18. Adicted-to 

19. True-to 

20. Sincere-to 

21. Loyal-to 

22. Surrender-to 

23. Yield-to 

24. Superior-to 

25. Inferior-to 

26. Junior-to 

27. Senior-to 

28. Prior-to 

29. Compare-to (a dissimilar thing ) 

30. Compare-with (a similar thing ) 

31. Appeal-to ( someone ) 

32. Appeal-for ( something desired ) 

33. Satisfied-with 

34. Pleased-with 

35. Popular-with /among 

36. Apply-to ( someone) 

37. Apply – for (something desired ) 

38. Live-in/at (a place ) 

39. Live-on ( something ) 

40. Feed-on (something) 

41. Depend-on /upon 

42. Dependant-on 

43. Prefer-to 

44. Preference-to 

45. Refer-to 

46. Reference-to 

47. Opposite-to 

48. Adjacent-to 

49. Next-to 

50. Close-to 

51. Key-to 

52. Witness-to 

53. Part-with (something ) 

54. Part-from (someone ) 

55. Prevent (someone ) –from (doing 

something ) 

56. Prohibit-from 

57. Banish-from 

58. Supply-to (someone ) 

59. Supply-with (something ) 

60. Excel-in 

61. Excellent-in 

62. Believe-in 

63. Belief-in 

64. Confide-in 

65. Confidence-in 

66. Trust-in 

67. Rely-on 

68. Good-at ( sports /studies or some 

skill ) 



69. Good-for ( meaning ‘beneficial 

for’) 

70. Anxious-about 

71. Adverse-to 

72. Aware-of 

73. Beware-of 

74. Fond-of 

75. Afraid-of 

76. Ignorant-of 

77. Blind-to (some mistake ) 

78. Blind-of (eyesight ) 

79. Born-of (poor/rich/educated 

parents ) 

80. Born-at/in (a place ) 

81. Complain-to (an authority ) 

82. Complain-of/about ( mistake/fault ) 

83. Complain-against ( a person ) 

84. Conscious-of/about 

85. Negligent-to 

86. Beneficial-to ( a person ) 

87. Beneficial-for ( something ) 

88. Boast-of 

89. Ashamed-of 

90. Attack ( N. )-on 

91. Differ-from ( a person in 

nature/thought/opinion ) 

92. Differ-with ( in appearance ) 

93. Kind-to ( meaning ‘sympathetic 

to’) 

94. Kind-of  ( indicating categories ) 

95. Sort-of  ( indicating categories ) 

96. Type-of ( indicating categories ) 

97. Short-of  

98. Want-of 

99. Lack-of 

      100 . Empty-of 
      101 . Devoid-of 
      102 . Confident-of 
      103 . Jealous-of 
      104 . Passion-for 
      105 . Necessary-for 
      106 . Smile-at 
      107 . Laugh-at 
      108 . Sympathy-for 

109 . Antipathy-to 
110 . Envious-of 
111 . Responsibility-of 
112 . Responsible-to (an authority) 
113 . Responsible-for (something) 
114 . Slow-at (doing something) 
115 . Abstain-from 
116 . Refrain-from 
117 . Blessed-with (health/money/child) 
118 . Agree-with (a person) 
119 . Agree-to(an opinion) 
120 . Grumble-at 
121 . Abound-in 
122 . Full-of 
123 . Filled-with 
124 . Progress-in 
125 . Affection-for 
126 . Essential-for 
127 . Aptitute-for (meaning ‘interest in’) 
128 . Accuse-(someone) of (something) 
129 . Charge (V.)-with 
130 . Charge (N.)-of 
131 . Anxiety-for 
132 . Apology-for 
133 . Apologise-to(someone) for (something) 
134 . Attention-to 
135 . Authority-over 
136 . Control-over 
137 . Expert-in 
138 . Certainity-about 
139 . Certain-about/of 
140 . Caution-against 
141 . Popular-for (something) 
142 . Compete-wth 
143 . Competition-for (something) 
144 . Dislike-for 
145 . Disgust-at 
146 . Faith-in 
147 . Familiar-with (something) 
148 . Familiar-to (someone) 
149 . Enmity-with 
150 . Inimical-to 
151 . Hostile-to 
152 . Hostility-with 
153 . Indulge-in 
154 .Indulgence-in 
155 . Indifferent-to 
156 . Passive-to 
157 . Eager-for 
158 . Eligible-for 
159 . Engaged-in ( some task ) 



160 . Engaged-to (someone) 
161 . Engaged-for (a place) 
162 . Impatient-of 
163 . Inclined-to 
164 . Inclination-to 
165 . Bent-on (doing something) 
166 . Interest-in 
167 . Contained-in 
168 .Introduce  to (a person) 
169 . Introduce-with (a thing ) 
170 . Made-of (through physical change) 
171 . Made-from (through chemical change) 
172 . Consist-of 
173 . Comply-with 
174 . Sure-of 
175 . Similar-to 
176 . Deal-with (meaning ‘behave with’ ) 
177 . Deal-in (meaning ‘to do some business) 
178 .Fight-with (a person) 
179 . Fight-among (a group of people ) 
180 . Fight-against (injustice/evil ) 
181 . Fight-for (something) 
182 . Break-into (meaning ‘take an illegal 
entry’ or ‘get divided into pieces’ ) 
183 . Break-out (meaning ‘to spread on large 
scale ) 
184 . Break-down ( meaning ‘to suffer from 
the loss of health’ or ‘to stop working 
suddenly’ ) 
185 . Fail-in 
186 . Failure-in 
187 . Punish-for 
189 . Interfere-with (a person) 
190 . Interfere-in (something) 
191 . Influence-over (a person) 
192 . Influence-on (something) 
193 . Liking-for 
194 .Partial-with (a person) 
195 . Partial-to (something) 
196 . Object-to 
197 . Objection-to 
198 . Take pity-on 
199 . Feel pity-for 
200 . Ready-for 
201 . Prepared-for 
202 . Qualified-for 
203 . Qualification-for 
204 . Proud-of 
205 . Pride-in 
206 . Pride(oneself)-on 
207 . Related-to 

208 . Relation-with 
209 . Remedy-for 
210 . Cure-of 
211 . Free-from 
212 . Exempt-from 
213 . Repent-for 
214 . Progress-in 
215 . Profit-from 
216 . Regard (N.)-for 
217 . Subordinate-to 
218 . Capable-of 
219 . Careful-about 
220 . Invest-in 
221 . Famous-for 
222 . Fatal-to 
223 . Gifted-with 
224 . Thankful-to (someone)-for (something) 
225 . Grateful-to (someone)-for (something)  
226 . Alarmed-at 
227 . Suitable-for 
228 . Tired-of  
229 . Worthy-of 
230 . Overwhelmed-with 
231 . Agree-with (a person) 
232 . Agree-to ( something) 
233 . Angry-with (a person) 
234 . Angry-to (something) 
235 . Knock-at (door/gate) 
236 . Knock-down (a person) 
237 .Inquire-of (meaning ‘ask’ ) 
238 . Inquire-into (meaning ‘investigate ) 
239 . Dash-against 
240 . Preside-over 
241 . Rule-over 
242 . Revolt-against 
243 .Reward-with (something) 
244 . Reward-for (some cause) 
245 . Essential  -for  
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